What Being Tall Means to Me

Since | was a small child, | have always been tall for my age. | know this because it is
the first thing many adults say about me, so | always knew | was taller than the average person.
For me, the biggest benefits being tall has given are in my athletic career. Specifically, being tall
has helped me in soccer, street hockey, and volleyball. In soccer, being tall is a great advantage.
| am able to win headers over many people due to my height, allowing me to be a goal scoring
threat from set pieces and someone who can clear balls out of the back with my head. My
length also allows me to intercept the ball and tackle the ball from opponents easier because of
my reach. | have caused numerous people to complain about my long legs when | intercept the
ball or take it from them from a far distance.

In street hockey, being tall is also a major advantage. My stride makes me quick and
allows me to run past almost every one | face. | am also able to use my big frame in street
hockey to shield the ball away from my opponents. Many times | am able to go behind the net
with my back to the opponent, shield the ball from them, then quickly change direction and
make a shot or pass on goal. Without my height, | would probably be a terrible street hockey
player, but my height ends up making me a better player.

Finally, volleyball is where my height is the biggest positive factor. When | was a
freshman, many of my friends decided to try out for volleyball, so | joined them. There was a lot
of competition, so | knew | had to try my best to make the team. | felt like | played alright at the
tryouts, but | was not very confident | would make the team. Surprisingly, | made the team.
Since | was tall, they selected me because it is a sport where being tall gives you an advantage.
If | were to maximize my potential, | would be a great asset to the team. Even though | might not
have been as skilled as the other players, | was able to make the team mainly because of my
height. | would end up having a decent freshman season and had some fun.

However, | started to become a lot better my sophomore year and | had so much fun. |
even made varsity my junior year and was a starter for the entire season. | play middle blocker,
which is the position where the tallest people on the court play. If | was not the height | am, there
is no way | would have ever made the team and | would have ended up not doing a second
sport in high school, which would have been terrible. Playing volleyball has been a lot of fun and
| was able to meet many new people and pick up a new skKill.

Overall, being tall definitely comes with many advantages, especially in the world of
athletics. Since sports are my favorite thing to do, it has been a blessing to be a tall person. If |
was average height or shorter, my life would definitely be very different from what it is today.



