What Being Tall Means to Me
Drew Davis

Being 6'4" comes with some advantages. | typically have the best view at concerts, don't
have trouble reaching the top shelf, and basketball has always felt like a natural fit. Despite the
perks, it is not something | ever thought much about. | certainly never expected my height to play a
role in shaping my career goals. That recently changed.

In October of 2023, | needed to earn some extra money. While looking through job listings,
one in particular caught my attention: Minor League Baseball mascot. | have always loved sports,
and | am outgoing, so this seemed like a perfect fit for me. A few weeks later, | found myself
stepping into a fuzzy red costume with oversized shoes as “Bolt,” the mascot for the Winston-Salem
Dash.

What started as a way to make money quickly turned into something | genuinely enjoyed. |
loved interacting with fans and helping energize the stadium. In fact, | enjoyed the entire experience
so much that | started looking into what it might take to work as a mascot at higher levels and
possibly even make a career out of it. While looking into this idea, | learned something | had never
really considered. Because of costume design and mobility needs, most professional mascot
positions have height limits of 6'. At 6'4", | was simply too tall to be considered for most professional
mascot jobs. Since being tall had almost always worked in my favor throughout life, that realization
came as a shock and, honestly, a disappointment. My height was going to keep me from chasing this
dream.

After the initial letdown, | began to look at the experience differently. During my time as Bolt, |
had already started to grow curious about the planning and coordination behind game day. | loved
seeing how much preparation went into each promotion, how the staff communicated to keep the
night running smoothly, how important strong leadership was, and how many moving parts had to
come together to create a great fan experience. Eventually, | realized | was just as interested in what
was happening behind the scenes as | was in performing on the field. Instead of seeing my height as
something that blocked my path in the sports industry, | soon realized it was pointing me toward a
different role within it.

From that point on, | began to see my future differently. Instead of focusing on what | could
not do, | began to see where my interests were naturally leading me. | have now decided to go to
college and major in Sports and Entertainment Management at The University of South Carolina.
My ultimate goal is to become a Director of Basketball Operations at the collegiate level.

Being 6'4" is more than just a measurement. It has actually taught me one of the most
important lessons of my life: sometimes what feels like rejection can really be redirection toward
something better. My height did not take anything away from me; instead, it helped me discover
where | can make an even greater impact in the sports industry. In the end, being 6'4" did not hold
me back. It helped me find exactly where | belong. | am excited to begin my college education and
take the next step toward my future in the sports industry!



