“What Being Tall Means to Me”
Elias Hughes
To The Tall Club Foundation Scholarship Committee,
I am grateful for the opportunity to apply for this scholarship. Thank you for considering me.

To me being tall means having a chance to be exposed to more opportunities and grow from them. Being tall
led me to play basketball. Basketball gave me opportunities to meet new people, travel, it taught me how and
gave me many opportunities to lead and to serve my community and influenced who I want to be in the future.

Playing on club and high school basketball teams has taught me how to lead both from positions of power and
as an engaged teammate and friend. Leading lets me work with others to do amazing things. Being a leader
means showing effort, staying positive, and helping other people succeed, whether it’s on the court or in the
community.

I've played basketball competitively for about 9 years. On my club team, I worked hard and played as a
starting center on the team. The team traveled nationally, and I quickly learned that leadership wasn't just done
by one person. Each person on the team had to support the others and work toward common goals. I found that
by taking time to talk with teammates and motivating them as we played, I was best able to build and
strengthen our team. I was able to do something I loved and contribute to the team by staying steady,
encouraging others, and keeping the team focused when things got tough.

Similarly, as the team traveled out of state, I saw I could not only lead on the court but also when representing
our program off the court by being respectful when meeting new people, visiting colleges, and traveling in the
communities we visited.

Playing for my high school team taught me the value of connection and how real leadership can start by seeing
a way to help and acting on it. Through the Young Men's Service League, I met the person who organized a toy
giveaway. | learned that the nonprofit we were supporting had families who weren’t having their needs met and
decided to bring that need to the team. I soon found myself introducing the team to Kenzi’s Causes and their
Kenzi’s Kidz program. I helped bring the needs of the Kenzi’s Kidz families back to our basketball team and
helped organize a way for our team to sponsor them every year. This will be our third year where about 40
players and coaches will help collect, wrap, and deliver gifts to these families.

I think my greatest leadership impact might be how I’ve led my teammates to form bonds with our younger
players and the outside community. This connection not only helped support families who needed it most but
also changed the culture of our team. It gave us something meaningful to do together off the court and brought
players and coaches closer. It showed us how giving back can strengthen a team and make a real difference in
the community.

None of this would have been possible without my basketball teams. These are all opportunities I was able to
take advantage of because I am tall.

Being tall gave me these amazing opportunities that have helped me grow as a leader and community member.
I have had amazing impacts on my high school team and my community. Being willing to lead helps
strengthen and create bonds that better the world. It has taught me that I like bringing people together and
finding ways to make things happen, which is what I want to keep doing in the future.

I am sincerely thankful to you for spending the time considering me for this scholarship. I hope that this
scholarship can be something that has an impact on helping me achieve my future goals.



