What Being Tall Means to Me By: caleb Endfinger

Being tall has been a huge part of my life; in fact, | was actually born because of a tall
club. As it turns out, my maternal grandparents actually met at a Stratoliners Tall Club in
Atlanta, Georgia. My grandfather was fresh out of the navy during the Vietnam War and needed
a way to connect with other people and make new friends. My grandfather, being six foot three,
decided joining a tall club would be a great way to do that. He quickly grew to a leadership
position in Stratoliners and put on numerous events, many of which took place at the local Steak
and Ale, an old restaurant similar to Outback. My grandmaother, however, joined Stratoliners a
couple months later and while they knew of each other, they never met. That was, until my
grandfather had put on another event at the local Steak and Ale in the fall of 1977 and my
grandmother ended up attending. My grandmother and grandfather, seeing each other at the
event, decided to introduce themselves. Things only got better from there, as they shared about
their lives, they realized more and more that they have a lot in common: both love the Lord and
adventure, and they were highly compatible. My grandparents would end up getting married in
January of 1978 and two years later, added my mother. In short, without tall clubs, I would have
never been born.

Being tall has given me so many opportunities in my life, whether it is playing
basketball, being the best at headers in soccer, or even just reaching tall items for people at
grocery stores. In basketball particularly, | was given many opportunities because of my height.
One, my height gave me an advantage over other players. Two, being on the basketball team
gave me the opportunity to make relationships with my teammates that will last a lifetime.
Finally, | was able to give my team the best chance I could at a championship with my ability
under the basket and my ability to rebound the basketball, attributes that would not be possible
without my height.

One of the biggest reasons why being tall means so much to me is | could not imagine my
life not being tall. I grew up in a tall family and in my younger years was taller than pretty much
everyone. Unfortunately, | was a late bloomer, so my real height was added a bit later, but once |
grew, | grew a lot. Throughout my high school years, | always stuck out in the halls at my school
and at places in my community. Those who did not know me always called me “that tall kid,”
which always made for fun interactions with those people. Not only is it about the fun
interactions | have because | am tall, but being tall is all I’ve ever known. It is a part of who |
am. | may not be the man | am today if | were not tall.

That is what being tall means to me. | would have never been born if I did not have a tall
family legacy. Being tall has also presented me with unique opportunities and relationships that |
will carry forever. Finally, I could not imagine my life not being tall because being tall is all |
have ever known.



