Being tall is weird, honestly. It kind of defines who you are and how people see you and even
how the girls look at you. Sometimes it's a pain, but other times, it comes in handy. For me,
being tall was just one of the reasons | received football scholarship to play at Knox College.

When | was a little kid, | was not the tallest kid in the class photo. | actually was kind of small.
But | was really fast and scrappy on the football field and basketball court. Then it was like
overnight | shot up. | haven't stopped yet. It was kind of funny at first because | knew | looked
like a newborn horse trying to run. I'm not a big guy by any means, | just became all legs and
arms.

On the football field, being tall gives you an advantage. Actually, it's a huge advantage. As a
receiver or on defense, those extra inches are huge. It means | can jump higher and catch a
pass that a shorter guy just can’t get to. My wingspan is way bigger, so | can snag the ball out of
the air or bat down a pass easily. And I'll hit you hard too.

But here’s the thing, just being tall doesn't make you a good player. There are plenty of tall guys
who are super clumsy who can't catch or run. | had to work on perfecting my skills and I'm still
working on that today. | spent hours in the weight room and practicing drills. | can’t even tell you
how many camps | have been to just to get better. | had to get my footwork down, coaches
made it clear: my height may have helped get me in the door, but my skills and scrappiness
would keep me playing.

The recruiting process was intense. Scouts from places like Knox College weren't just looking at
how tall | was; they were looking at my "potential," which is their nice way of saying they saw a
tall kid who wasn't great yet, but could be. My height got me invited to camps and got coaches
to who would actually watch my highlight reel. It gave me a slight edge in games, a bit of wiggle
room when | made a mistake, but | still had to put in the work every single day.

Getting the scholarship to Knox was a massive deal. It made my height feel real, like an actual
asset, not just a physical trait. It means a university is willing to invest in me because | took this
one thing | was born with and worked hard enough to make it valuable.

Being tall means you always stand out. I've learned how to use that to my advantage. My height
might be genetic luck, but the scholarship is because | busted my tail to be more than just "the
tall guy." I'm a football player, and | can't wait to see what | can do at Knox College.



