“WHAT BEING TALL MEANS TO ME”

By: Robert A. Bracamontes

My name is Robert, but everyone calls me Bobby. | also have many other nicknames like Bob
on the Cob, Big Boy Bob, Bobby on the Cobby and my favorite one of all, “The Gentle Giant.”
I am 18 years old and will be graduating from Oak Hills High School in May 2026. The last
time | checked, | stood 6 feet, almost 7 inches tall!

To me, being tall has so many meanings. You see, | was born with autism and although | face
challenges daily, being tall to me means POWER! It means walking into a room where
everybody notices me. I’'ve always been the one friends spot in a crowd. It’s reaching high
shelves, being able to see over crowds, and literally rising above challenges. It means
helping the elderly or those in wheelchairs to reach the high shelf at the grocery store, which
I do almost every time | go shopping. It means feeling blessed that | can help someone smile
when they see me, talkto me, or reach something for them. Being tall always reminds me to
stand up straight, to think big and to never shrink myself to make others comfortable.

Being tall means long steps, big hugs and sometimes a few awkward moments growing up.
By the time | was four months old, | was marked in the over 99th percentile on the growth
chart. My markings stood alone in comparison to other growing children on the chart. |
outgrew just about everything! My ride-a-long toys were barely used as | was too tall to even
fit on, much less ride on! Often, | tipped over in my walker. Trying to push any push toy that
assisted me learn how to walk was always way too low for me to stand up correctly. As a
baby, | didn’t fit into my crib long enough and was putinto a twin-size bed sooner than most.
Being tall means, | am special enough to duck under doorways and always ride in the front
seat of my mom’s car to give me enough leg room.

To me, being tall means shoppingin the big and tall section, which | think is pretty cool! | get
to pick out clothes that Shaquielle O’Neil creates. | get to wear things he would wear, and it
makes me feel like a basketball celebrity. Being tall means, | can reach a basketball hoop
much easier than most. | get told many times “You must play basketball.” Even though | don’t
currently play basketball, | did when | was only 2 years old on a recreational team we named
“The Froot Loops.” When | played pee-wee tee ball at only 5 years old, | was the only kid they
had to raise the tee every time | went up to bat. | was so tall even the parents in the stands
would shout out “Show us his birth certificate coach! He cannotonly be 5 years old!” | really
didn’t know then that being tall would have so much meaning to me.

Most of all, being tall means learning to love the body | was given. It’s a part of my story, one
that taught me confidence, patience and pride. It has taught me resilience and how to carry
myself with composure. Being tall means learning to stand comfortably in my own space and
embracing visibility. Being tall is a reminder to own the spotlight with honor and dignity.



