
To whom it may concern, I am writing this in regards to Ava McMahon. I have known Ava for 
the past 4 fours for which I have been her math teacher and her track and field coach. I was able 
to have Ava in Honors Algebra 2 and Honors Precalculus. In both classes, she showed a great 
work ethic and determination to understand the material. She was never afraid to put in the work 
outside of class to make sure she was preparing herself to be successful. This intrinsic motor is 
not only apparent in her classes, it is everywhere she commits her time to.  
 
Ava is our current Senior Class Vice President, member of DECA, BPA, Spirit Club Exec, NHS, 
FCA Exec, Women in Leadership, Cotillion, Prom Committee, Pickleball Club, Graduation 
Committee, Math NHS, and Chick-fil-A Club Exec board. She consistently has a part time job 
throughout the year working at Tropical Smoothie Cafe, City of Shawnee Lifeguard, and 
Meddy's. Ava has been a part of our Cheer, Volleyball, and Track and Field teams here at 
Shawnee Mission Northwest. On top of her extracurricular activities, sports, and jobs Ava still 
finds time to give back to her community. She volunteers at The Single Mom KC and Shawnee + 
Lenexa Rotary Club.  
 
Ava looks for opportunities to be poured into, so she is prepared to pour into her peers. There are 
not many students that are able to carry themselves as Ava does on the daily. She is one of the 
most genuinely nicest student-athletes I have ever met in my career. Her natural ability to lead by 
example is a great quality that we are so lucky to have had in our high school community. Ava is 
always making sure she is shepherding others through sports, clubs and volunteering.  
 
Ava has a career goal of wanting to be a Mechanical Engineer. There are a handful of 
characteristics that go into that profession that Ava already possesses, such as time management, 
discipline, teamwork, and grit. More importantly, Ava has a strength of being able to work with 
all types of clientele. Through all of the events Ava is actively participating in, in her life, she is 
able to find ways to individually connect with the people around her. She is known for her 
kindness and authenticity. It has been a true blessing watching Ava grow these past few years 
into a young woman who has such a strong leadership in our school community. She is a great 
example of what we want our student-athletes to model as an everyday champion.  I am excited 
to see what the future holds for Ava because she is going to achieve great things in her life. Ava 
McMahon has my highest recommendation. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
Elissa Ojeda  
elissaojeda@smsd.org  
Cell- (913)-205-4682 
Mathematics Teacher  
Varsity Assistant for Cross Country at Shawnee Mission Northwest 
Varsity Assistant for Track and Field at Shawnee Mission Northwest 
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