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I am writing to recommend Clay Hyland for The TCI Foundation Scholarship. I have known Clay
since he took my Honors Chemistry class during the 2023-24 school year. Clay is a very outgoing,
attentive student who made an effort to participate in class discussions and to ask questions on a
frequent basis over content. Honors Chemistry is a very fast-paced curriculum that involves students
being capable of undertaking a lot of practice work outside of class time and comprehending the
material in a rapid and concise manner. Clay was fully engaged in the class and worked very hard to
succeed in the class with his lab reports and his tests. However, the class was a struggle for Clay as
he was coming from prior classes that depended on memorization and not application. This was my
first indication about the type of person that Clay is as he very well could have “slacked off” for the
year and accepted a passing but still low grade. Instead Clay spent his time asking more questions
and making every possible effort to raise his grade. Clay’s dedication to not giving up provided me
with examples of Clay’s character. He is not a student who simply shows up for class and assumes
that everything will work out; instead Clay recognizes that he is the determining factor in his current
and future success.

The real indication of Clay’s character and leadership skills can be seen currently in his
Co-Presidency for the school’s National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI). Clay decided that as
part of what he sees is his career aspirations he wants to work with individuals who are struggling
with emotional/psychological issues. He became interested in the club during his junior year and was
chosen to become one of the leaders for this current senior year. As the club moderator, I see
evidence of Clay’s dedication to this population and his leadership skills. Thus far Clay has been
instrumental in organizing a chalk drawing competition for National Mental Health day during the
Fall and organized a holiday card design day for the local Veterans’ Administration Hospital. He also
was a major part of organizing a fund-raiser that unfortunately was cancelled due to issues with the
receiving organization. Clay has exhibited his character through his involvement in this club along
with the way that he treats his peers and the respect that he shows the teachers and staff at school. He
is a calm and humorous person who still manages to positively influence those around him. It is for
the above reasons that I recommend Clay Hyland for this scholarship.

Sincerely,
Patrick Schrappen, MS, MEd



