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To whom it may concern:

I am writing to recommend Marylee Overholt for your scholarship opportunity. I had the pleasure of
teaching Marylee in her junior year English class and greatly enjoyed the energy and creative thinking she brought to
the classroom. I am confident she would be a boon to her future collegiate community just as she has been to ours at

Westminster.

It is only by an interesting scheduling decision that I got the opportunity to teach Marylee last year. I do
not usually teach English 11 and only had one section on my schedule, but I am very grateful that our paths
overlapped in that small space of opportunity. Marylee came to class each day ready to dig in and get the most out of
our discussions on The Great Gatsby, The Martian Chronicles, and more. One of my favorite memories from last
year is when Marylee and the other young ladies in the class were ready to fight Tea Cake for how he treated Janie in
Chapter 17 of Their Eyes Were Watching God. Marylee was flipping rapidly through the text to give support to her
position that Tea Cake was not worth Janie’s time. Her energy contributed to one of the most enjoyable class periods

I’ve ever been part of.

Marylee would be the first to tell you that her success in English courses comes from her own hard work
and not raw skill. She wrote, rewrote, and asked for feedback outside of the normal draft cycle. She contributed
answers in discussion even if she was not 100% sure of their accuracy because she knew she would not sharpen her
abilities without trying. I could count on her to keep the discussion going even if the rest of the room stayed silent.
Most importantly in my eyes, she knew how to ask for help and advocate for her own needs. In my experience, that is

the skill that will carry students the furthest because it reflects a humble and honest heart.

Marylee’s kindness and curiosity will serve her well in the years to come, and I recommend her for this

scholarship with enthusiasm.

Sincerely,
Jackie Carman
High School English Teacher
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