
The Rev. William J. Fagan 
Cathedral Church of the Advent 
2017 6th Ave N 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
205-382-3293 
  
February 26, 2026 
  
Dear Scholarship Committee, 
  
I am writing to wholeheartedly commend Thomas Fleming as a young man of exceptional 
character and ability, who is undoubtedly worthy of recognition through the Tall Clubs 
International Foundation scholarship. It has been a privilege to know Thomas for several years in 
my capacity as his minister, and I can say with full confidence that he exemplifies the qualities of 
a young man who will make meaningful contributions to the world around him. 
  
Thomas stands tall in every sense of the word. At 6’6”, he quite literally does. The  height of his 
character, however, compels me most. He is highly accomplished academically, carrying a 
weighted GPA of 4.78 and earning a composite ACT superscore of 33. He is a decorated Latin 
scholar, a member of the National Honor Society, and an athlete of distinction: lettered in 
basketball, named to the 2A Area 9 All-Area Team, and part of a championship program.  
  
Thomas is a genuinely active member of our parish. His faith is mature and authentic, devoting 
himself to scripture, prayer, and service in response to the love of our Lord, not out of obligation 
or expectation. He served as an acolyte for over 50 hours and stepped into a leadership role as a 
VBS Leader this past summer, giving freely of his time and energy to the young children in our 
community. He does so, notably, while remaining respectful and generous toward those of 
different backgrounds and traditions. 
  
Thomas brings to mind the kind of young man that every community hopes to produce. He was 
elected as a Supreme Court Justice at Alabama Boys’ State,  a remarkable honor that speaks to 
the trust his peers place in him. He balances his many commitments with grace, whether on the 
basketball court, behind the register at Publix, or serving alongside his fellow parishioners.  
 
In your review of his resume, you will find that Thomas’s accolades speak for themselves. And 
yet, I am compelled to mention that the servant-leadership he demonstrates regularly –  in and 
around the church, in his community, and in his devotion to his family – is something one can 
feel in his very presence. I am grateful to know him well, and I can say without reservation that 
Thomas embodies integrity, humility, and the quiet confidence of a young man who knows who 
he is and where he is headed. 



  
I truly cannot wait to see where Thomas goes in life. It will undoubtedly be wherever he sets his 
mind to. I wholeheartedly recommend him for this scholarship. Thank you for considering his 
application. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
William J. Fagan 
 
The Rev. William J. Fagan 
Cathedral Church of the Advent 
205-382-3293 
 


